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October 9, 2019 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

Just after my 18th birthday I was diagnosed with Osteosarcoma - a rare form of bone cancer.  

You may have heard of me, I’m a Portsmouth native and I have a passion for music, sharing my 

voice to uplift others and a love for the Aquidneck Island community. Since being diagnosed in 

March, I’ve been undergoing weekly chemotherapy and have had two limb salvage surgeries.  

The treatment has taken a toll on my singing voice but not my spirit.  Despite the challenges I 

face, I will continue to remain positive, strong - I believe in my recovery.  I plan to continue to 

sing, seek ways to raise awareness about cancer and continue giving back to the community.   

 

As with any unexpected illness comes unexpected expenses.  It’s been a challenge for my family 

to not only support me in my journey but to cover all expenses along the way.  To my surprise, 

friends, community members and local non-profits that I’ve helped in the past are now looking to 

help me.  On November 16, 2019, a community organized fundraiser in my honor called “Rise 

Up for Carrigan” will be held at the Florence Gray Center in the North End of Newport.  This 

event will focus on wellness, community and music - the things that are most important to me.  

They set a goal to raise $10,000.  I am hoping to give back a portion of the proceeds to benefit 

the North End residents and community.  The family fundraiser will include live music, wellness 

presentations, interactive activities, games, food, and vendors. 

 

Please consider supporting me – or helping to sponsor a portion of this event.  Any amount will 

be greatly appreciated.  Visit https://www.creativecommunitiescollaborative.org/rise-up for event 

details and links to online donations or checks are payable to Rise Up for Carrigan.  See Below.  

 

Carrigan M. Nelson  

 “Rise Up for Carrigan”  

C/O Bank Newport 

P.O Box 450 

Newport, RI  02840 

 

Thank you so much for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carrigan Nelson 

https://www.creativecommunitiescollaborative.org/rise-up

